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WELCOME TO THE FIFTEENTH EDITION 
This is written on the day that a carrot has just been dangled offering a 

pathway to ‘normality’ – at last. There’s not enough space to reproduce 

the route map here and I’m sure we’ll all get reminded elsewhere 

anyway. More locally, our lovely Pelhamites have been particularly 

busy with their typing fingers and we have a bumper crop of articles this 

month. Thank you all, and please keep typing. With ‘outdoors’ being 

emphasized in the COVID recovery plan, nature is playing its part and 

our two villages are bursting with snowdrops, crocuses, daffodils and 

birdsong. Why not enjoy some of the sunshine that comes our way and 

get out for a walk? 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover photo 

When Shadrack Woollard married Laura Florence Wisbey on 13th April 

1912, a means of reaching the church in Furneux Pelham in 

appropriate style was needed. Both families lived on the Hixham Hall 

and Kings Farm estates along the narrow winding lane from Patmore 

Heath. This elegant Talbot 8 h.p. was the solution, hired from a 

business in Middlesex. In this picture, taken outside Kings, Shadrack 

and his bride are posing in the front seat. Once married, they lived in 

Barleycroft End in a cottage – now demolished – on the site of Wych 

Elm and Apple Tree Cottages, then in Lodge Farm Cottage, opposite 

the village sign, and finally in Pheasant Cottage at the end of The 

Causeway. 

As this joyful occasion was being recorded for posterity, the ‘Titanic’ 

was only a day away from meeting its iceberg.. 

 

Helpline 
Sponsored by Furneux Pelham Parish Council, “The Pelhams” now has a 

helpline. Call 07599 616444 if you need some help, support or advice. Your 

call will be treated in confidence and the person answering will link you to the 

correct organisation or a local volunteer to provide whatever assistance is 

required. 

  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 
Unfortunately for the second year running there will be no public collectors 
this year. Donations can be made directly through the website at 
www.mariecurie.org.uk or you can purchase a knitted daffodil pin from 
Whitebarns Honesty Stall or from No. 5 Whitebarns, a suggested donation is 
£2 but please donate whatever you can afford. They will be available 
throughout March. All proceeds will be donated to Marie Curie Cancer Care. 

Thank you! 

Tracey Bayford 

Easter Drawing Competition 
After the marvellous pictures last year of The Easter Bunny, this year it would 

be brilliant if all you wonderful artists could draw a 

picture of The Easter Chick (with or without an egg) 

Please put your entries in the box on Whitebarns 

Honesty stall throughout March, the closing date is 

March 27th. Please remember to put your name, 

address and age on your pictures. The Easter Bunny will 

choose the three best ones and, weather permitting 

they will be displayed for all to see Easter weekend. 

Ready, steady, census  

Census day is March 21st 

The decennial census is upon us. 

Households across the Pelhams will be asked to take part in the nationwide 

survey of housing and the population this month. It has been carried out every 

decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941. 

Information from the digital-first census will help decide how services are 

planned and funded in your local area. This could mean things like doctors’ 

surgeries, housing or new bus routes. 

Households will receive a letter with a unique 

access code in the post, allowing them to 

complete their questionnaire online. Paper 

questionnaires will be available on request. 

For more information, visit www.census.gov.uk. 
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Stocking Pelham Playground Project 
Some good news at last! 

I am pleased to announce that we have successfully been awarded a grant of 

£8,000 from East Herts Council for the playground project. The money will go 

towards the estimated £18,000 needed to supply and install equipment. 

The playground subcommittee consisting of Sarah Hutchins, Andy Brown, 

Louise Balaam, Mike Hutchins and Bridget Hitchcock have been liaising with 

the Parish Council & Village Hall Committee who have both pledged money 

for the project. 

The plan is for two sets of swings for different age groups plus an all-in-one 

slide/climbing frame with other smaller items spread around and behind this 

will be a nature trail with a picnic bench. 

Volunteers are needed to help prep the site so anyone who wants to help 

(subject to Covid rules) it would be much appreciated please contact Andy or 

Louise. 

Mike Hutchins said:’ I am so excited that my vision at long last is coming to 

fruition. This has been a project close to my heart that I have wanted to 

execute for many years but has stalled on a number of occasions for different 

reasons. We plan to be up and running this year. I would like to thank 

everyone involved in making this possible and am sure the many youngsters 

that now live in the village will make good use of it.’ (and even the adults 

too!). 

 

Garden/Food Waste Service Charge 

As of April 1st, 2021, there will be a yearly charge of £49 for the collection of 

your brown bin by East Herts Council. You do not have to subscribe, but you 

will then be unable to have your brown bin collected each fortnight. If you do 

not wish to subscribe you do not have to do anything, if you wish to continue 

to have your brown bin collected please contact the Council. More details are 

available on the Council website, www.eastherts.gov.uk or if you do not have 

access to the internet their telephone number is 01279 655261. 

And if you do it before the 22nd March, you get a discount of £4! 

Tracey Bayford  

http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/
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On a Mission…. 

It’s not widely known that Furneux Pelham once had a second church at 
Upper East End and it came into being through an unusual set of 
circumstances.  

The parish church had of course stood for many centuries, but in the 
early 1800s there was a rapidly growing interest in nonconformism, 
particularly among the rural poor. In about 1820 a congregational chapel 
was licensed, next to the ‘Millwrights Arms’ in Barleycroft End and in 
1873 a primitive methodist chapel was opened, also in Barleycroft End, 
on the site now occupied by Chapel House.  

In 1874, the vicar, Rev. Woolmore Wigram obtained permission from the 
diocese to create a mission church building. To achieve this, the tithe 
barn that stood in the vicarage garden was dismantled and re-erected on 
land at Upper East End where the parish council notice board and old 
water pump are now located.  

He must have acted quickly, as Wigram was able to write in 1876 that: 
‘In Pelham we have a building (once a barn) called ‘East End Church’ 
now fitted up for services and licensed by the Bishop, into which I have 
gathered the people, now for more than a year, as a stepping stone to 
the Church itself’. 

As yet no other nineteenth century references to this building have come 
to light but it was still in regular use in the early years of the twentieth 
century, according to Kelly’s Directory. However, by the early 1930s it 
had fallen into disuse.  

In 1930 the Revd Arthur Twistleton Polhill became vicar of Furneux 
Pelham. For many years he had been a member of the ‘Cambridge 
Seven’, a group who had met at that university and spent many years as 
missionaries in China. In 1931 he organised a week’s mission to revive 
the East End mission church that was led by Frank Colyer Sackett, 
himself a well-known missionary in Hyderabad India. By 1932 the 
building was in regular use again and Polhill wrote: ‘Nearly two miles 
away from the Church on the Manuden Road there is a small hall capable 
of holding about 60 people, but (it) has not been used for some years. It 
has been put in order by Mr F C Sackett, who has put panes of glass in 
the windows, rigged up a stove, etc, so now we have a stove giving out 
good heat, and pictures and texts on the walls. We get over thirty to come 
and (get) a good attention. Evening service once a fortnight and a 
women’s meeting every other Thursday at 3, taken by Mrs Polhill.’ 
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Few villagers can now remember this church. One late resident Lily Dodd 
(1904-2001) remembered walking from the family home at Clay 
Chimneys in The Wash up to East End on summer evenings when the 
lay preacher, Joseph Taylor Nottage of Tye Cottage, used to take an 
outdoor service with lots of loud, clear singing, which she enjoyed rather 
more than sitting in church. 

By 1950 the building had again fallen into disrepair and the Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) commissioned a survey with a view to selling it. 
The survey described it as a detached timber and slated structure on a 
brick base with a boarded floor and plastered walls and ceiling, with an 
altar bay and a porch entrance. The roof was however in a poor condition 
and appeared to have suffered some war damage.  

(On 24th September 1940 a high explosive bomb had indeed fallen at 
East End but no damage was reported.) 

It was offered for sale at £150 in the Herts & Essex Observer. There was 
an initial offer of £120 from Mr Yeo, who lived in the cottage next door, 
but this did not go ahead. There was also an offer for the purchase of the 
bell that was erected on the roof. There is no record of a sale but by 1951 
the bell had been removed. 

Later in 1951 a further offer was received, conditional on obtaining 
planning permission for conversion to a house. When this was not 
forthcoming, the offer was withdrawn.  

In February 1952 the PCC approached two neighbouring landowners, Mr 
Bray and Mr Tate, and both the district and county councils, offering to 
sell the building and land. All declined, which was perhaps not surprising 
as the land itself had never belonged to the church authorities. All that 
remained was for the value of the structure itself to be realised. In March 
1952 a Mr Hufflett of Bucklers Lane, Perry Green offered to pull the 
building down and make good for £50. This offer was accepted and, after 
expenses had been paid, £22 5s 6d was added to church funds. After 
nearly eighty years the East End Church was no more. 

Furneux Pelham History Group 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 4th March 
2021 at 7 pm via Zoom. Remember - meetings are open to all village 
residents. Further information is available on the Parish Council 
website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk.  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

ALL WORSHIP SERVICES ARE CURRENTLY ONLINE VIA ZOOM 
Sunday Worship at 10.30 am and Wednesday informal prayer at 9.30 am. 
To receive the ID number, password or link for joining online, please contact 
the Parish office - churchoffice@braughing.org.uk or telephone 01920 823531 
 

*PLEASE NOTE - OUR CHURCHES MAY REOPEN FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP 
TOWARDS THE END OF MARCH AND INCLUDING EASTER DAY ON 4TH APRIL*  

 
This decision is yet to be confirmed however, all up to day service information 

can be found on our websites - A Church Near You: 
St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/ 
 

HOLY WEEK 
Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday 
10.30 am  Benefice Palm Sunday service Braughing 
Monday 29th March & Tuesday 30th March 
7.30 pm  Holy Week – compline on Zoom 
Wednesday 31st March 
9.30 am  Holy Communion  Braughing 
Thursday 1st April Maundy Thursday 
8.00 pm  Benefice Holy Communion on Zoom 
Friday 2nd April  Good Friday 
2.00 pm  Benefice Stations of the Cross on Zoom 
Sunday 4th April Easter Day 
9.30 am   Family Celebration  Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  Family Communion Celebration Braughing 
 

If you would like prayer for yourself or any one you know, or would just like a 
chat, please contact the Rector, Rev’d Julie. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
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The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823531 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD 
Please note her usual day off is Friday. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

 

 

 

COVID vaccine scams 

Remember the NHS will: 

 NEVER ask for payment - all vaccines are FREE; 
 NEVER ask for your Bank details; 
 NEVER arrive unannounced at your home to administer 

the vaccine; or 
 NEVER ask you to prove your identity by sending copies 

of personal documents. 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM…….. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this magazine, 

please email copy to pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the  

15th of the month. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about what’s 

been going on, with or without photos.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right to 

adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to be 

inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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A “thank you” letter for Stocking Pelham…… 
Money was donated following the big switch on of the Village Christmas lights. In 

lieu of a bucket that we normally hand round at the event to collect money for a 

local charity, as there was no gathering in 2020, Bridget Hitchcock set up a just 

giving page and we raised £140. 
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council  

SPPC held the first meeting of 2021 at 6.30pm on January 14th via 

Zoom. Present were Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown 

(Vice Chairman), Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman), and Paul 

Lucas. In attendance Mrs R Berthoud, Parish Clerk. 

A full version of the minutes can be viewed on the SPPC website. 

Chairman’s update: Cllr Hutchins suggested that members of the Parish 

Council call on residents living alone. 

Village hall: Cllr Hutchins reported that the preschool would not be 

returning after Christmas and the hall was still not available for hire. 

The village hall committee had approved a funding pledge of up to 

£5,000 for the playground project. 

Playground: The Chairman thanked Cllr Brown for his hard work in 

applying to East Herts Council for an £8,000 grant towards the 

playground. Cllr Balaam would look into further fundraising and grants 

including GoFundMe and Collection pot. Work clearing the site will 

require help from Village volunteers Cllr Brown will compile a list and a 

rota to comply within COVID-19 rules. 

Walks: The Hundred Parishes Society want to include walks in Stocking 

Pelham on their website and Cllr Lucas suggested compiling a leaflet of 

walks in the village. Cllr Brown pointed out that Parish Councils can 

obtain a special license to publish copies of maps. 

Highways: Cllr Horn reported that due to COVID-19 East Herts have 

postponed the speed monitoring in the village. 

Planning: Cllr Lucas reported that there had been a number of 

complaints regarding unlicensed activity at The Oaks Industrial Units 

and that villagers had been advised to contact East Herts Council direct 

with their issues. The Parish Council will also investigate and get 

involved. 

Finance: A precept of £3,000 was proposed and unanimously agreed. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Furneux Pelham School News 
It was with a heavy heart that we listened to the announcement of school 

closures, but with excitement that we began our latest journey into remote 

learning.  It has been a very different half term, but we have all learnt a lot! 

Remote Learning 

Two days after the announcement of school closures, 

our whole school began live lessons using G Suite.  

Each day, pupils attend live registration, a live lesson 

and a class story time.  Reception and Year 1 children 

also join their teachers for individual reading sessions.  

This has been 

such a wonderful opportunity to not 

only continue learning, but also to 

continue to feel very much a part of 

our school community.  

Mental Health and Wellbeing:  Feeling Good Week 

This week, Mrs. Blakeman organised a Feeling Good Week 

for the whole school.  The week has been an opportunity 

to focus upon mental health and to follow the theme of 

‘Express Yourself’.  During the week, 

we have focused upon the Five Ways 

to Wellbeing – Give, Connect, Be 

Active,  Keep learning and Take 

Notice.  We have taken time to use 

meditations and yoga sessions to relax and take notice of 

the world around us.  On the first day of Feeling Good 

Week everyone turned up to lessons ‘dressed to express’ 

– it was wonderful to hear the reasons for outfit selection!  

Dough Disco 

Every afternoon, our Reception class 

have a physical development live session.  

Earlier in the week, they made playdough 

together and then the following day they 

had a dough disco!  Squeezing, rolling 
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and shaping the playdough whilst they sang along really helped to develop 

fine motor skills. 

A Visit from Mr. Singh 

Gershwin Class have been learning all about 

the commitment which Khalsa Sikhs make 

during the Amrit Ceremony.  We were 

delighted to welcome Mr. Harkirat Singh to 

our Google Meet.  Mr. Singh spoke to the 

class about the 5K’s and they had the opportunity to ask questions.  They 

impressed Mr. Singh with their fantastic questions such as ‘Do you feel that 

the benefits of being a Sikh in Britain today outweight the challenges?’.  Mr. 

Singh had some wonderful feedback for Gershwin Class: 

 

 

“ 
    

UK Parliament Workshop 

We are really pleased that we have still been able to organise enrichment 

opportunities for our pupils during school closures.  After half term, Years 3-6 

will be attending an online workship by the UK Parliament Education Service.  

Sixty pupils will join a private Teams link to learn all about how laws are 

made, how the UK Parliament works and what MPs do.  We are really looking 

forward to it! 

Live Science 

On the last day of Feeling Good 

Week, Chopin and Gershwin Classes 

combined the week with some 

exciting science.  During a live lesson, 

they created lava lamps mixing food 

dye, oil and water or vinegar with effervescent tablets or bicarbonate of soda.  

It was wonderful to watch the children working together at a distance and to 

see the excitement of observing Science in action! 

  

It was a pleasure sharing with the children, which makes it all 

very worthwhile. The questions asked were excellent, very 

confidently asked over the internet, and very politely also. 
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Discoveries in the Snow 

There is nothing like a bit of snow to generate 
some awe and wonder!  Rose discovered that 
snow was a perfect ‘blank canvas’ for 
practising her writing skills and Beatrice was so 
pleased with her big blocks of ice that she 
discovered in our EYFS area!   

 

Stocking Pelham Village Hall Committee Zoom Meeting 

The SPVHC held a meeting via zoom on Tuesday 9th February. Attendees 

were: Bridget Hitchcock (Chairman), Mike Hutchins (Treasurer), David Baily, 

Catherine Featherstone, David Featherstone, Hans VR, plus Riikka and Colin 

Berthoud on behalf of the Cricket Club. 

Here is an abridged report on the above taken from the minutes recorded by 

Bridget Hitchcock. 

The Treasurer reported that the Committee’s finances were at present 

healthy and a grant from East Herts Council had gone towards new windows, 

exterior painting and refurbishing the floor. Money was paid out on the usual 

running expenses plus £81.00 on Christmas lights for the tree. 

Regarding the Pre-school: Mike has been in regular contact with Tracy who 

has done an amazing job running the school in the autumn term under strict 

guidelines but for a number of reasons took the decision not to open in the 

new year. 

Playground project: Mike reported that Andy Brown had been brilliant in 

applying to EH for a grant and that Louise Balaam had been working hard and 

had contacted Clarion housing who indicated they would also be able to help. 

Stocking Pelham Cricket Club Centenary Celebration: Bridget said the 

Committee would be happy to help in anyway with organising the  

CC 100th anniversary celebration and it was agreed that it would be great to 

combine it with the opening of the new playground and nature trail. The 

format of the event will depend on COVID-19 restrictions and what will be 

allowed by the summer. The preferred date would be sometime in July. Riikka 

will form a Committee to organise the event and hopefully by the next 

meeting in March/April it might be slightly clearer regarding the COVID-19 

situation.  
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
On March 21st we will be celebrating the spring equinox, when daylight and 

night-time hours are finally balanced.    So in the spirit of sharing and balance 

and positivity, I am resolved to divide garden responsibilities on a more 

equitable and generous basis. 

So, how to do this?    

Permanent sharers are of course the Husband, my good self, the range of 

wildlife who visit the garden unbidden like the muntjac, and Unruly Hairy 

Hound who moved in during the autumn.    Presumably one day the various 

range of offspring will be able to reappear, but for now we can count them 

out. 

The flower borders are traditionally my part of the garden and fortunately I 

can foresee no inclination or will on the part of the Husband to do anything 

more than wander past them, on his way to the asparagus bed.   Sadly, 

Unruly Hairy Hound has taken a great interest in running at high speed and 

bouncing on the clumps of ornamental grasses (vital for architectural 

structure and ornamental interest), so they are now slightly less ornamental 

and not even remotely architectural.  Not so much stipa gigantea as stipa 

prostrata.  Perhaps UHH would like to help the Husband with the compost 

heap…. 

At this point I should praise the Husband as he is the head prefect of compost 

heaps.  Not a role I feel competent to share, so I will generously allow him to 

rule supreme over the smelly part of the garden while I take good care of the 

sun loungers.    All in the spirit of sharing out resources. 

Equally fairly I will allocate shed 1 to the Husband and not interfere in the 

slightest.   When I last looked it contained various items of garden machinery, 

oil cans, the odd rodent or two, and a strimmer without any reel.  I’m sure 

these all mean a lot to him, so other than the odd word of encouragement 

about tidying up and throwing most of it away, I won’t stick my nose in any 

further.      And good resolutions notwithstanding, it’s probably best if he 

doesn’t venture into the potting shed unaccompanied. 

A slightly more contentious area for sharing is, I’m afraid, the pond.   Husband 

and I share nicely over numerous mugs of tea or glasses of something or 
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other, while staring into the water, but other residents are less considerate.    

March marks the season when amphibians and reptiles stop hibernating, and 

my displeasure is extreme when the grass snake starts swimming across the 

pond to chase newts.   It’s hard to be serene when an apex predator spoils 

your G and T moment. 

Still, the daffodils are out, the birds are singing at the tops of their voices and 

January and February are history.  I’ll enjoy the optimism that goes with 

spring, and wish you all an enjoyable month of sharing and compromise! 

Happy Equinox to all, 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

 

The amazing vaccine  
I've had my jab, how about you? 

never thought I'd be happy to queue, 

to have a needle in my arm, 

but it will keep me safe from harm, 

Tomorrow I'd gladly go again, 

to stand and queue in the pouring rain, 

with a smile on my face, and hope in my heart, 

for a brand new year & a brand new start. 

I want to go for a lunch or two, nothing special, 

a sandwich will do, 

Families can all get together, 

inside or out whatever the weather, 

But not to forget, by no means least , 

may those we have lost, rest in peace. 

Margaret Palmer 
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The Wonderful Old Cock Pub, Stocking Pelham 
As readers will know our Parish Council together with the Action Group are 

engaged in some very complicated legal negotiations in the battle to secure 

the ongoing use as a pub of the new property built on the site of our lovely 

old pub which was granted planning consent for that purpose. 

I thought that it was timely therefore to give an account of the history of our 

much missed and loved old pub. 

The origins of parts of the building apparently went back the 16th Century and 

is believed to have been a coaching inn. It had the appearance of a 

weatherboard and thatched cottage and this can be identified in deeds 

from1733 as a copyhold tenement called the Cock. In 1806 it is recorded as 

occupied by Jesse Wilkinson. Early historical features included a chimney 

breast which used to show the letters of the alphabet and dated from James 

II. Also, a ‘reliable’ weather forecast could be obtained from an ancient stone 

slab known as the 

‘Weatherstone’ to 

the right just inside 

the main door. This 

was used by men 

on their way to 

work who would 

examine it 

anxiously during 

harvest time. Or 

was it a not very 

convincing excuse 

to have quick pint! 

The Cock in 1878 with Joseph and Sarah Wootten, the Licensees 

The Cock was acquired in 1837 by Messrs Hawkes, Bird and Nash, who started 

out as maltsters in Bishops Stortford where they had made considerable 

profits by supplying malt to London breweries, utilising the Stort Navigation 

Canal.  

In 1780 they set up a brewery themselves in Water Lane, Bishops Stortford 

and eventually owned and supplied 150 pubs and beer houses in the East 

Herts, West Essex and South Cambridgeshire areas. Their principal beer was 
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the ‘Entire’ brand which was an early name for porter beer stout. This name 

can just be seen on the front of the pub. The brewery was closed in 1916 and 

for many years was used as Watson’s auction house and is now the premises 

of the Charis Centre. 

In 1878 Hawkes and Co. was bought by Wigan Phillips (of Mortlake), but 

continued to trade under the Hawkes name. The famous Benskin’s Watford 

Brewery Ltd took over in 1898 and the Cock continued under this ownership 

until 1962 until sold out to Ind Coope, later Allied Breweries. As a result of 

anti-restrictive practices legislation Allied sold to Pubmaster in the 1990s. 

Turning back to the 19th century, the occupier in 1837 was Rachel Knight who 

paid a rent charge of the princely sum 3/7d (16p) per annum. In today’s 

money this would equate to a very reasonable approximately £40.00.  

By 1867 the occupiers were recorded as Joseph and Sarah Wootten. In the 

mid nineteenth century the area to the right of the main entrance door was 

used as a small grocery and sweet shop where homemade bread and butter 

were sold. This contained until the late 1930s. 

As noted in the January issue of The Pelhams, in the 1920s the landlord was 

Alfred James Pring. 

In 1948 the licence was transferred from Mr. A C Ritter to G W Bank. In the 

1950s The Lynch family were the licensees and in the late 1960s it was Cecil 

and Joyce Bunkill.     

In the 1980s the Cock featured on prime-time television when the popular 

BBC series ‘Lovejoy’ with Ian 

McShane came to the Cock. 

The interior was extensively 

used as it was supposed to be 

the antique dealer Lovejoy’s 

local, where many dodgy 

deals and discussions took 

place. Other ‘celebrity 

‘customers included the 

Beckhams who appeared one 

evening whist looking for a 

new home in the area. 

The Cock in 2000 with a local rider from Furneux 
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From 1971 the popular Jim Westbrook was the publican for over 20 years, 

overseeing both the joyful Jubilee celebrations and the sad devastation of the 

first fire. Jim’s popularity may have been connected to his very liberal 

interpretation of the licensing laws, especially those relating to closing times!  

After Jim’s retirement the licenseeship passed through several hands, but 

stability returned in 1997 when John and Liz Beard took over. They 

enthusiastically embarked upon a programme of renovation and kitchen 

remodelling to develop the pub into a lovely welcoming and thriving hostelry, 

full of ambiance and bonhomie. 

During this time the freehold ownership passed into private hands which 

sadly led to the Beards leaving the Cock. The catastrophic fire of February 

2008 has, opened a new chapter of turmoil. Unlike on the 1977 fire, it seems 

that the Fire Brigade were not permitted to drag the smouldering thatch to 

the ground which might have saved this very special building. Following the 

loss, thoughts turned to a replacement and with the support of East Herts 

Council planning consent was granted for a new pub and two houses. 

Construction was completed in 2015 but the pub has never been occupied. At 

this point I think that I should say no more, except that our Parish Council and 

the Action Group are very much on the case and hopefully a new Cock will 

emerge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Bailey 
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'Be in the Moment'  
Thank you to Years 5 and 6 for the following selection of photos capturing the 

things spotted along their walk through their surroundings. 
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MONTE CARLO OR BUST 

or more accurately Bust, then Monte Carlo! 

It all started late in 1989 with a chance visit to a friend in Kent, he had just got 

his official photos back from having competed on the Pirelli Classic Marathon, 

a competitive rally in the style of events of the 1950s/60s which ran from 

London to Italy over a period of one week. I had no rally experience but did 

have the right car, a 1962 DB4. There was already lots of interest in the 1990 

event with some 2,000 applications, so I sent in my own along with a cheque 

for the full entry fee rather than just a deposit, this ploy worked and I was on 

the entry list. Shortly after that Philip Young the event organiser (a man with 

considerable rally history from ‘back in the day’) asked if we wanted to take 

part in a new event he was putting on, the Monte Carlo Challenge, this was to 

be a re-creation of the Monte Carlo Rally of years gone by, starting in 

Glasgow and trekking across Europe in the depths of winter. Having recently 

acquired a 1932 Aston it seemed just the car for this event and so we took 

the plunge. My then (now ex) wife turned out to be an excellent navigator, no 

sense of direction but give her a 

Michelin map and she could guide you 

anywhere.  

The car had spent many of the 

previous years in an American 

museum, kept shiny and polished but 

mechanically not looked after quite so 

well, we rushed to get the car 

prepared for the event but with a week to go a catastrophic failure of the 

engine left us in real trouble, fortunately a good friend in the Aston club who 

for years had been restoring and racing these cars had a spare engine all 

ready to go, we burnt the midnight oil and had the new engine fitted and 

running like a dream in time for the drive to Scotland for the start. 

With limited experience but having done a handful of minor events we gained 

the necessary RACMSA rally licences and set off for our baptism of fire.  

It was thoroughly enjoyable but relentless, and sleep was at a premium, tricky 

navigation via the roadbook, accurate checks at time controls in the middle of 

the night, a little respite on the early hours crossing from Dover and then on 

into France.  A few days in and we hit the foot of the Alps, but then disaster 
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struck, in an instant the engine just died. The problem soon became 

apparent, although we had a spare magneto what we didn’t have was the 

small geared rubber/fibre drive for it, with 31 teeth on one side and 32 on the 

other it is designed to give minute 

adjustments to the ignition timing, but 

being some 60 years old its flexibility had 

long since turned rock solid and it had spat 

out half of its teeth, with no chance of 

getting hold of or fabricating a replacement 

in time to avoid disqualification our rally 

was at an end. Fortunately the RAC were 

supplying recovery for the event and 

collected our car in an enclosed truck, 

giving us a hire car instead. With our hotels 

booked and paid for we continued to 

Monte Carlo to see the rest of the field 

make it to the finish, drove back to Calais to 

hand the car back and be given another as we landed at Dover, our car was 

subsequently delivered to us by the same truck and driver, the RAC had to 

rescue some 20 cars that year, strangely they declined to offer the same 

service for 1991, I think Green Flag took on the liability for that year.  

The 1991 event came with a determination to make it this time, older and 

wiser and better equipped we had booked the Motorail to Edinburgh for the 

revised start, but the weather was looking ominous, forecasting was nothing 

like it is now so I went to the then Met Office in Holborn to see what they 

could tell me. It was bad, really bad. Beast from the East had nothing on this, 

some of you will remember it as the time most motorways were blocked 

along with long distance railways, the Motorail was cancelled as they couldn’t 

get through. So we had to drive to Scotland through deep snow before we 

even started. Madness? Not really, the Aston’s skinny tyres are perfect for 

driving on snow as they cut through it and find grip that fat tyres just skate 

across. So with scrutineering and paperwork completed we left the start in 

front of Edinburgh Castle at 08.19 on Sunday morning into what would be the 

worst conditions I have ever driven in any vehicle, and we were in an open 
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top 1932 sports car. On through snowy Scotland where already some cars 

went off the road, to be pulled 

back on again by other 

competitors chained together in 

a line, down through Yorkshire 

and on south, friends waiting in 

Kent late into the night, an 

auto-test at the port of Dover 

before the ferry to Calais, on 

through Belgian blizzards, 

eventually arriving at our first 

stop in Baden-Baden at 10pm on Monday, with headlights barely glowing, the 

twin batteries being drained to almost nothing.  

Another day, back into France and on towards the Alps, regular stops were 

made to hammer the snow and ice jammed under the mudguards and acting 

like brakes against the tyres, but the biggest problem was all the chemicals 

that were being sprayed to keep the roads open, apart from being covered in 

the stuff it was getting into the cable brakes which were getting harder and 

harder to operate, frequent adjustments and greasing could not stop it, but 

still we pressed on never once putting the roof up, with flying jackets, 

balaclavas and flying helmets, hand and feet warmers it was actually quite 

toasty, it was only after one night section over the mountains we found how 

cold it had actually been when we went to unpack the luggage, it was frozen 

solid, apparently it was 30 below over some of the cols. 

And so it went on until at the end of the final night section we stopped for a 

breakfast refresh at La Turbie high above Monte Carlo, but by then we had no 

brakes at all and no amount of fettling could bring them back to life. But we 

had come this far through thick and thin, we were not going to give up now. 

So there followed a very tricky descent down the mountain, negotiating many 

hairpin bends using only the gearbox, with the option of shutting off the 

engine to use it as a brake (but I did manage without having to resort to that) 

and then finally a year after we first started, there was the finish ramp on the 

sea-front. We didn’t win, nor anything close, but we had won our own private 

battle, and what immense satisfaction that gave. 

Over the next few years the car had a hard life, competing in the Pyrenees, 

France, Spain and lots of arduous UK events until driving back from a ‘lively’ 
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event deep in France it was obvious that I had broken something major on 

the chassis as the steering was wayward to say the least, and then the engine 

stopped with a bang only 20 miles from home. Engine out, body off, complete 

stripdown showed that there was a lot more needing to be rebuilt, and so the 

car has lain for many a year in a thousand pieces . . . until now. Engine is 

rebuilt stronger than ever, chassis is back on its wheels and the body is well 

under way ready to be refitted and then painted. There were only 12 of this 

model ever made and some are known to have been broken up decades ago, 

but a 9th emerged from an American 

barn last year having been hidden 

there for 43 years, a friend of mine 

bought it and he and I are trying to 

get both our cars back on the road, 

later this year if current restrictions 

allow. But what I am most looking 

forward to is starting the process of 

wearing mine out all over again. 

So look out for a shiny old car 

gadding about the Pelhams in the not too distant future. The colour? British 

Racing Green of course! 

Bob Deacon 

 

A120 Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme 
The latest project newsletter highlights that the scheme is progressing well. A 

number of key structures are being built as part of the project and those 

currently being progressed are: 

• Mill Mound Bridge - to take the bridleway over the bypass; 

• the new roundabouts at Tilekiln and Hadham Park which are nearing 

completion and will soon be connected to the live A120 road;  

• Albury Tributary Bridge, a smaller version of the River Ash Bridge; and  

• the Albury Tributary Spillway. 

Detailed information is available on Herts County Council website 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

At this difficult time, we are fortunate to live in such a lovely area where 

we can take exercise close to home in attractive and interesting 

surroundings. One of the local delights is the number of thatched 

buildings. 

Thatch was once the roofing choice of the poor as it was locally sourced, 

inexpensive and sustainable; now it seems that only the better-off can 

afford the necessary regular servicing and replacement. Most roofs are 

thatched with long wheat straw and many are topped out with a 

decorative straw feature on the apex. These are called straw finials.  

Pheasants and foxes are still among the favourites for this tradition that 

goes back centuries. These finials may once have been installed to keep 

away birds or even witches, while some may have been the trademark of 

the individual thatcher. Today, they are more likely chosen by the 

customer from an online catalogue. They seem to be more abundant and 

varied than ever. 

I have spotted some fine examples around The Hundred Parishes such as 

the two running hares on a cottage at Ashdon. In Finchingfield and 

Radwinter you may find families of ducks and there is a large thatched 

cow on the barn of the Red Cow pub at Chrishall. 

You may see a hare on Dick Turpin’s Cottage at Hempstead or a galloping 

horse at Great Bardfield. High Roding has a delightful cat stretching up the 

chimney stack and a fox chases a hare in Brent Pelham. An eagle has 

landed in Aythorpe Roding and there is a flying pig in Ugley.  

The 16th-century Thatchers pub at Hatfield Heath is appropriately 

situated on a road that was once part of the route for horse-drawn 

cartage of wheat from Suffolk to London.   

Do keep looking up! 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT FOR JANUARY 2021 

This month has been another wet one, 98.2mm which is almost the same as 

December last year, so it is not surprising that the ground has been so 

waterlogged. My garden seems to have had more standing water than at any 

other time since we moved here in 1975. 

The month started off cold, but there were a handful of days when it was less 

so, rising to 10c and just above, so generally it was quite a bit colder than the 

same time last year. 

Janet Birch  

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and 

every three-by-three box 

contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Solve the puzzle by logic and 

reasoning alone – no maths 

involved!  
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Criss Cross 

Fit the listed words into their correct places in the grid. one word will 

be left over at the end which will be the answer. 
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February 2021 puzzle answers 

 

 

The remaining letters in 
the word search spell 

SLEDGEHAMMER 

 

 

 

RECYCLING UNWANTED CLOTHES, TOWELS AND 

BED LINEN IN FURNEUX PELHAM 

It’s still open! 

The Salvation Army recycling bin in the Parish 

Council car park is still open during this lockdown. 

Please put items in a bag and deposit in the bin. These 

are sorted into items suitable for sale in their UK 

charity shops, shipped overseas for sale or sold in bulk 

for recycling. Using the bank is a convenient way to increase the useful life 

of your unwanted items, minimise material going to landfill, and also 

produces a cash sum for spending on community projects in the village. 
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Hare coursing patrols 
The police have been running a small operation to combat hare coursing in 

and around East Herts, covering the area’s of Anstey, Meesden, Hormead, 

The Pelhams, Braughing, Little Hadham and Much Hadham. Remember to 

report any suspicious vehicles and/or activity via echo|community voice: 

https://capture.rantandrave.com/s3/EastHerts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this 

magazine, please email copy to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

https://capture.rantandrave.com/s3/EastHerts
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

